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of British bounce when Her Majesty's Minister at Athens
condescended to act as the bailiff of a Civis Romanus
rejoicing in the name of Don Pacifico. This Judeo-
Spanish Englishman had suffered some losses in a riot,
and, thinking to make a fortune out of his misfortune,
presented to the Greek Government an exorbitant bill
for damages. The Greek Government, reluctant enough
to meet legitimate claims on its pocket, would not submit
tamely to unscrupulous extortion. Lord Palmerston
thought fit to lift this petty quarrel to the plane of an
international question. He brought the House of Com-
mons down with his theatrical oratory, deluged the
English Press with a portentous mixture of Imperialist
swagger and ill-bred abuse, and dispatched the English
fleet to exact full payment of Don Pacifico's iniquitous
bill. The Greeks paid up, and marvelled at their Pro-
tector's sense of proportion, code of manners, and methods
of diplomacy. It is only fair to add that the House of
Lords passed a vote of censure on Palmerston's indecent
antics, and the Commons a vote of confidence so worded
as to amount almost to a vote of censure.

Scarcely had the painful impression of this episode
begun to fade away, when a much more serious crisis
arose to test the strength of Hellenic faith in English
friendship, and to prove the soundness of the view that
the exclusion from the kingdom of so many districts
entitled to emancipation was an act as impolitic as it

was unjust.

#          *          *          *          *

There are certain things which the common sense of
mankind has pronounced impossible. One of these is
the attempt to run with the hare and hunt with the

the paper is well worth the attention of all Englishmen who wish
tp see themselves through other th^n tbe usual spectacles.